Newsletter
Fall 2017
New Day of Laurel Maryland
329 Prince George St
Laurel, MD 20707
(301)498-1855
www.newdaylaurel.org
facebook.com/newdaylaurel

FROM THE EDITOR
The temperature is getting colder and the holiday season is
approaching again.

The cover of this issue is a picture of a

homeless camp in the woods with snow on the ground.

We

become more concerned about our homeless neighbors when we
see the temperature dropping and we at New Day of Laurel
Maryland are reminded that we begin this winter season with no
permanent winter shelter, but again this year the Laurel Winter
Shelter Board has worked with the churches in our area to provide
night-time shelter for the homeless.
New Day of Laurel Maryland, Inc. continues its quest for a
permanent facility from which we can provide the care that our
friends need to be housed securely, healed in body, hopeful in
spirit, and leading the new life God offers. We have updated our
Mission and Vision statements to reflect this goal.

As you read

the stories of hope and compassion in this issue, we would ask
that you consider regular support and be a partner with us in
reaching these goals.
New Day is a 501(c)(3) public charity and all donations are
tax deductible.
Published by:
New Day of Laurel Maryland, Inc.
329 Prince George Street
Laurel, MD 20707
(301)498-1855
http://www.newdaylaurel.org
http://www.facebook.com/newdaylaurel
newdaylaurel@gmail.com
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Our Mission

New Day relentlessly helps homeless and vulnerable people
transform their lives through personalized services and Christcentered relationships.

Our Vision

New Day's friends are housed securely, healed in body, hopeful in
spirit, and leading the new life God offers.

Our Motto

There is no better exercise for the heart than reaching for and
lifting people up.

Our Opportunities
x

x

x

x

Housed: We are actively working to provide a permanent
homeless center for our region - and have long term goals
to develop supportive housing for those friends who will
never be able to provide sustainable housing for
themselves.
Healed: We routinely assist our friends to enroll in
Medicaid and other health services, just as we routinely
assist them in securing treatment for addictions of every
kind.
Hopeful: Our most fundamental conviction is that
homelessness is a result of relational poverty. By providing
enduring friendship and unconditional love of Christ, we
help our friends find hope. For many, this friendship
includes walking the difficult journey of getting treatment
for mental health issues that have isolated them for so
many years
New Life: New Day is an unapologetically Christ centered
mission of the churches of our area. We believe that a
personal relationship with Jesus is the most important
thing we can offer to our friends. We never coerce, but
rather invite our friends to make an informed decision to
follow Jesus in the context of our friendships - as they
become acquainted to know others whose lives have been
radically transformed by the gospel.
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New Day Friends’ Stories – Marvin Winston

In considering the unique relationally-centered focus of the
New Day mission, there is one particular New Day friend who
epitomizes the life-changing impact those relationships bring
about. Marvin is a 25-year-old family man with a quick, infectious
smile and a fierce sense of loyalty. While he now radiates a spirit
of gratitude for friends and family, broken family relationships
may have led to a bleaker path without New Day’s interceding
help and hope.
Marvin was only 9 years old when he found his mother dead
in their Georgia home. With his father incarcerated and out of the
picture, Marvin and his siblings were shuffled between various
relatives in Georgia and South Carolina. Marvin’s grief grew to
anger, and his anger issues were further aggravated by the onset
of epilepsy. An increasingly troubled youth, Marvin was sent to
live with a Maryland aunt and uncle in 2010. He joined the
homeless ranks when his guardians kicked him out of the house
due to disagreements regarding his education, career and
behavioral decisions.
Marvin faced the typical challenges of life on the streets.
Street drugs dulled the pain of life, put some money in his
pocket, and connected him with some of his fellow homeless
population. However, they also exacerbated his anger issues,
leading to his incidents of domestic violence and exposure to the
criminal acts of others. (cont.)
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“A defining moment in my life was when TJ killed that man in
the [Laurel] trailer park,” he recalls, referring to the August 2012
stabbing of Robert Foster for which TJ (aka, Robert Timothy Joseph
Lee Tasker, 21) was sentenced to seven years in prison in May 2013.
The intersection of his life with TJ’s served as a wake-up call for
Marvin, forcing him to reflect on and change his own activities and
decisions to avoid a similar fate.
His more significant, life-changing intersection with New Day
came during the 2014 Winter Shelter season. Marvin, like much of
Laurel’s homeless population, sought respite from the harsh winter
in the rotating shelter of participating churches. A friend
affectionately known as “Big Tony” urged Marvin to meet with Ruth
Walls, one of the nurses who assess winter shelter participants for
medical, psychiatric and substance abuse treatment options. Tony
simultaneously alerted Ruth to Marvin, his young, struggling friend
with an alarming increase in epileptic seizures. Marvin initially
resisted Ruth’s help, maintaining the distrusting, defiant shell he’d
developed over the years. Ruth responded with the tenacious
compassion of God’s mercy, demanding that he tell the truth about
his situation so she could help. She broke the shell. “Ruth took me
in like I was her own son,” Marvin recalls, fondly reflecting on her
demand for him to take responsibility in his recovery. Wrenn [Ruth’s
daughter and New Day’s sole employee/ social worker] “treated me
like a brother.” The tough-love relationship facilitated the
rehabilitation, medical care, and merited disability Marvin needed
to get his life back on track. Recalling this transition period, Marvin
reflected that “God puts you through certain trials in life to get you
to a better future.”
That perspective reflects another aspect of New Day’s
relationally-centered mission focus: fostering enduring Christcentered relationships to facilitate positive change in the lives of
our vulnerable friends. Marvin credits several members of Bethany
Community Church - one of New Day’s founding partners - with
coming alongside to support his upward momentum. Andrew
Milner, a husband and father of three young girls, mentored Marvin
and taught him how to manage his finances. Stephen Brouillette
came to the rescue when Marvin occasionally needed a place to go,
picking him up and offering him refuge. While face-to-face
connections are infrequent since Marvin moved to Tennessee to
marry Angel and start a family in 2016, Marvin has sustained (cont.)
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New Day Friends’ Stories (cont.)
these relationships via text, telephone, and social media.
Marvin’s brief, recent return to Maryland allowed him to
acknowledge his struggles and to introduce those people who
helped him overcome life’s challenges to his pride and joy - wife
Angel and son Dashawn (younger daughter Aniyah to be introduced
in future visits). He admits that “marriage, like anything, is not
going to be perfect,” but his wife’s similarly tough life “makes us
perfect for each other.” Their triumph over trials has resulted in
their desire to help others, including Marvin’s Maryland friend
Tony. Considering him part of the family, they faithfully watched
over Tony during their Maryland visit and invited him to live with
them in Tennessee. Tony played a key role in introducing Marvin to
Ruth, recognizing him as “a young man with great potential”:
Marvin is fulfilling that potential through his attitude of gratitude,
instilling the New Day value of life-changing relationships in his
blossoming family near and far.
Hebrews13:16 And do not forget to do good and to share with
others, for such sacrifices God is pleased.

After you have had your Thanksgiving dinner and went to the mall
for all the shopping bargains on Black Friday and finished off with all
the onǦline shopping bargains on Cyber Monday, remember all the
homeless and vulnerable of our area and go to www.newdaylaurel.org
and make a generous donation for our Giving Tuesday campaign. The
story above is one example of what your donations support. Your
donation can help to generate more life changing stories of lives that
are changed and relationships restored. A $25.00 donation will buy
breakfast for 6 people.
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Humanitarian at Heart
One Friday afternoon in a Washington DC hospital, a client I was working with
received terrifying news from a neurologist. “You have a retinal hemorrhage and
need emergency surgery, or you will go blind,” said the neurologist as he glanced at
his watch. It was 3:35pm and I had no idea what to do since time was of the
essence. I felt frightened thinking of where to turn and how this client did not have
insurance. I could feel my adrenaline pumping. I knew I had to start with phone
calls to doctors who knew me and might help me with this client. I also knew that
finding emergency help on a Friday afternoon would be very difficult, if not
impossible. I made many phone calls and one doctor I contacted mentioned a Dr.
Jeffrey Chung. He said he was a very talented and gifted ophthalmologist and was
very kind and accommodating to his patients. I said a quick prayer to myself and
made the call to his office.
Without hesitation, Dr. Chung told me to bring the man to his office and that
he would wait for us. We were in gridlock traffic coming back from Washington DC
and I knew this would take quite a while. I then mentioned the fact that the man had
no insurance. “Do not worry about that now we need to save his eyesight!” said Dr.
Chung with urgency in his voice. I could not believe what I was hearing. A miracle
had just occurred. When we arrived at the office, he took the patient right back to a
room and performed emergency laser eye surgery. He treated this man with dignity
and respect as if the patient was a family member.
Dr. Chung was successful in saving his man’s eyesight. If more time had passed,
this man would have been blind in one eye and would have lost much of the vision
in the other. Since his laser eye surgery, this man has become a very grateful patient
of Dr. Chung’s.
I am also very grateful to Dr. Chung and have never met a doctor quite like
him. He possesses extraordinary skill and talent in ophthalmology treatment and
care. He also has a genuine heart for the vulnerable and forgotten patient. His caring
and concern is remarkable and so is he. It is comforting to know of a doctor’s office
where I can send clients who otherwise would fall through the cracks of the health
care system which deals with medical conditions of the eye.
Thank you, Dr. Chung. Laurel is a much better place to live because of you!
Sincerely,
Ruth K. Walls, MS, MSN, RN
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First Annual Golf Tournament


EĞǁĂǇŽĨ>ĂƵƌĞůDĂƌǇůĂŶĚ͕/ŶĐ͛͘Ɛ&ŝƌƐƚŶŶƵĂů'ŽůĨdŽƵƌŶĂŵĞŶƚǁĂƐ
ŚĞůĚ ŽŶ ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ ϮϮŶĚ ϮϬϭϳ Ăƚ ƌŽƐƐ ƌĞĞŬ 'ŽůĨ ůƵď ŝŶ ĞůƚƐǀŝůůĞ͕
DĂƌǇůĂŶĚǁĂƐĂŐƌĞĂƚƐƵĐĐĞƐƐǁŝƚŚϱϵƉůĂǇĞƌƐĂŶĚƐƉŽŶƐŽƌƐĨŽƌĂůůϭϴŚŽůĞƐ͕
ƌĂŝƐŝŶŐŽǀĞƌΨϱϬϬϬ͘ϬϬĨŽƌEĞǁĂǇ͛ƐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͘


ĨƚĞƌƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶĂŶĚůƵŶĐŚ͕ƌ͘DŝĐŚĂĞů^ĐŚĂĨĨĞƌ͕WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŽĨƚŚĞŽĂƌĚ
ŽĨ EĞǁ ĂǇ ŽĨ >ĂƵƌĞů DĂƌǇůĂŶĚ͕ /ŶĐ͘ ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ ƚŚĞ ƉůĂǇĞƌƐ ďĞĨŽƌĞ ƚŚĞ
ƐŚŽƚŐƵŶƐƚĂƌƚ͘
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/ƚǁĂƐĂďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵůĚĂǇĨŽƌŐŽůĨĂŶĚƚŚĞĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ
ƚŚĞĂĨƚĞƌŶŽŽŶĂŶĚĐŽŶĐůƵĚĞĚǁŝƚŚĂƌĞĐĞƉƚŝŽŶĂŶĚĂǁĂƌĚƐ ĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇŝŶƚŚĞ
ĐůƵďŚŽƵƐĞ͘










dŚĞƉůĂǇĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞǁŝŶŶŝŶŐƚĞĂŵͲĞŶŶŝƐKǁĐĂ͕:ĞĨĨWĂƵůƐŽŶĂŶĚWĂƚƌŝĐŬ
,ĂůůǁĞƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚƚƌŽƉŚŝĞƐ͘dŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚƉůĂĐĞƚĞĂŵĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞĚŽĨŽďďǇ
tŚĞĞůĞƌ͕ ŚĂƌůŝĞ tŚĞĞůĞƌ͕ 'ĂƌǇ 'ŝƌĞĂƵǆ ĂŶĚ >ŽƵŝƐ ĂƌƚĞƌ͘ /Ŷ ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶ͕
ƚŚĞƌĞǁĂƐĂŚŽůĞͲŝŶͲŽŶĞďǇ:ĂƐŽŶ>ĂƵƌŝŽŶ͘ĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂůŚŽůĞĐŽŶƚĞƐƚǁŝŶŶĞƌƐ
ǁĞƌĞ>ŽƵŝƐĂƌƚĞƌʹDĞŶ͛Ɛ>ŽŶŐĞƐƚƌŝǀĞ͕WĂŵ>ĞƌĞŶʹtŽŵĞŶ͛Ɛ>ŽŶŐĞƐƚ
ƌŝǀĞ͕ĂŶĚWĂƐƚŽƌ:ĞĨĨWĂƵůƐŽŶʹ^ĞŶŝŽƌ>ŽŶŐĞƐƚƌŝǀĞ͘
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New Day of Laurel Maryland, Inc. would like to thank all
the volunteers who worked at the tournament and behind
the scenes and these sponsors who made the golf
tournament a great success:
Advanced Hearing Group, Bay Wealth Management,
Bethany Community Church, Becraft Long and Foster,
Cakes Plus, C&G Chem-Dry, C&J Contractors LLC,
Jeffrey Chung, M.D., Ophthalmology,
Falon Sourcing Solutions LLC,
Grimmer Technology and Operations, Inc(GTOi),
Helping Youth Grow (HUGS) (3 Holes), In His Hands LLC,
Jim’s Battery Warehouse and Auto Service
Liberty Grove UMC, Nanakaren.com, Revere Bank
Sweet Frog, Wegman’s



FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WORKERS
It is the fall giving season – September 1, 2017 thru December
15, 2017. If you are a federal employee working at a facility in the
National Capital Area, you can support New Day of Laurel Maryland
by designating # 42396 for your workplace donations, and encourage
your co-workers and friends to join you. $25.00 per month will pay
for breakfast for 6 people once a month.
The mission of the CFC is to promote and support philanthropy
through a program that is employee focused, cost-efficient, and
effective in providing all federal employees the opportunity to
support their favorite charities. Pledges made by Federal civilian,
postal and military donors during the campaign season (September
1st to December 15th) support eligible non-profit organizations that
provide health and human service benefits throughout the world.
Go to opm.gov/showsomeloveCFC to donate.
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This Winter’s Programs

Each year during the Winter Season, the Laurel Winter Shelter
Board works with the churches in our area to provide night- time
shelter for the homeless. The season begins on November 26th at
First Baptist Church of Laurel as the first of the Laurel area churches
who volunteer to provide a winter shelter for those in need for one
week each year. For more information about this program, you can
contact the Laurel Winter Shelter Board at LWSBoard@yahoo.com.
If your church is one of the area churches that hosts a week for
the homeless, you can talk to your church’s coordinator about being
a volunteer to help out that week and have the opportunity to meet
and talk to some of the clients that New Day of Laurel helps.
In the past two years, New Day of Laurel has been able to help
some of those in the shelter to get treatment, find housing and
receive benefits or find employment, and not return to the Winter
Shelter.
Our social worker, Wrenn Skidmore, provides in depth
evaluations of clients in the shelter to assess how they can be
helped. That relationship may continue long after the winter shelter
closes as New Day works to help them to get the needed documents
and treatment. Also during the winter shelter season, New Day has
Bible Study and the Jobs for Life™ program. The Jobs for Life™
program prepares men and women for meaningful work through
honest relationships, mentoring, Biblically- based training and an
ongoing community involvement. We have New Day clients that have
completed the program and gone from living in the shelter in the
winter and a tent in the summer to full time employment and their
own place to live.
A year-round program that New Day of Laurel provides is the
weekly breakfast and Bible study at Denny’s of Laurel every Friday
at 8:30AM. Vulnerable and homeless men and women meet for food,
fellowship and Bible study. It has also become a place where job
opportunities are discussed and assistance in getting to
appointments negotiated. If you would like to see the changing of
lives, stop by and join the group for breakfast on a Friday morning.
We need your support to continue and expand that work. This
holiday season, we would ask that you remember those in need with
a special donation to help those programs.
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Stay Up-To-Date
Check out our new website
today and watch the video
“The Story of New Day”.
You can also read the latest
news stories, sign up for
our newsletters, donate online using a credit card or a
check, or fill out a
volunteer form if you would
like to be a part of the
solution. We need volunteers to help with some of the fund-raising
projects, see the website for opportunities to serve.
New Day of Laurel Maryland is a 501(c) (3) charity, so all
donations are fully tax deductible. We are supported by the caring
people of this area who desire to help the vulnerable and
homeless in the Laurel area. We cannot continue to provide the
services that are needed without your help.
Please consider signing up for a recurring donation that is
above your regular church tithe on the Donate page on our
website: http://www.newdaylaurel.org. A donation of $25.00
per month will pay for breakfast for 6 people once a month.
New Day Board of Directors
OFFICERS
Dr. Michael Schaffer, Board President
James Hayes, Board Vice-President
Henry Crosswhite, Secretary/Treasurer
Board Members

Board Advisors

Edd G. Beavers Jr.
Minister Deborah Chambers
CAPT Karla Nemec, USN-Ret
Faye M. Nock, V.P., HBI

Pastor Peter Demik
Pastor Kevin McGhee
Pastor Gregory Strong

Director of Friends Services: Wrenn Skidmore, LGSW



